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     Most people have wondered about the differences between horses and zebras. To 
understand the difference, you must first understand exactly what a horse is. The horse 
is a hoofed, plant-eating mammal of the family Equidae. This family includes domestic 
horses, wild horses, and zebras. All are swift, plains-dwelling herd animals who eat 
coarse grass. 
     Horses, as we know them, evolved in North America and spread over the world. 
They were hunted by early humans and put to work by Asian nomads. Until the mid-
20th century, horses were widely used for warfare, agriculture, and transportation. 
Today, most horses are used for farming purposes. Few modern horses roam wild. 
     On the other hand, most zebras live in open plains or brush country. Mountain 
zebras like rocky hillsides. Zebra herds on the Serengeti of East Africa can be as large 
as 200,000 zebras. All travel in family groups led by a stallion. The plains zebras usually 
mix with other grazing animals, such as wildebeest and antelopes. 
     You would have to look at the DNA of horses and zebras to understand their 
physical differences. Zebras and horses have very similar bodies except for their skins!  

1. Which of the following helps the reader understand how the passage is organized?  

 

A. "Most people have wondered. . . ." 

 

B. ". . .you must first understand. . . ." 

 

C. "Few modern horses roam wild." 

 

D. "On the other hand. . . ." 

 
Nasal Attraction 
by Tia Caribbean 

 

CHARACTERS: 



CHARLIE 
DION 
CAMERON 
DESIREE 
BRENDA 
SHAYNA 
EXTRAS 
 

SETTING: In a school hallway before the first class of the day. Dion and Cameron are 
standing by their lockers discussing football. 

DION: We are in great shape this season. I think we’ll go all the way to the state 
finals. 

CAMERON: Yeah, buddy. You are an awesome quarterback. Keep that arm healthy, 
and we’ll definitely make it to state! 

CHARLIE: (Wearing his leather jacket, he walks up to Dion and Cameron.) Hey guys! 
Check this out. (pulls out a bottle of Attract Cologne and sprays it on the 
inside of his jacket) The ladies are gonna go wild for me today! 

DION: Oh really. Let’s see if it works. Go over there and try it out on Desiree 
Finestein. (He nods his head toward a girl getting books out of her locker.) 

CHARLIE: Okay. No problem. She’s gonna melt. (He strides over to Desiree and puts 
his hand on the locker next to hers with his arm outstretched.) Hello, 
Desiree. How you doin'? 

DESIREE: (turns around to face Charlie) Fine. Now move so I can get to class. (She 
doesn’t give Charlie time to say anything else. She ducks under his arm 
and quickly walks away.) 

CHARLIE: (talking to himself) That’s odd. This cologne says it attracts women—not 
subtracts them. I must not be wearing enough. I bet Desiree couldn’t smell 
it. A few more squirts and I’ll be attracting the ladies like mud attracts pigs. 
(He pulls the cologne out of his jacket pocket and sprays it all over his 
clothes, neck, and wrists. He uses about half of the bottle.) 

DION: It looks as if Charlie didn’t do so well with Desiree. 

CAMERON: She took off like lightning. Oh look, he’s trying it again with Brenda 
Heartsmith. This will be classic. 

CHARLIE: (walks over to Brenda and her friend Shayna) Hello, ladies. How are you 
two fine young women doing today? (He puts his hands in his front 
pockets, fans open his jacket with his arms, and twists from side to side to 
spread his scent.) If you’re not doing anything exciting after school, you 
should come over to my place. 

BRENDA: Ewww! What’s that smell?  

SHAYNA: It smells like a dead skunk!  

CHARLIE: I think you ladies need to get a little closer to me so you can get a good 



whiff of my cologne. It will make you forget about dead skunks. (He moves 
toward Brenda and Shayna.)  

BRENDA: Oh gross! Charlie, that smell is coming from YOU! 

SHAYNA: Come on, Brenda! Let’s get out of here! (Shayna grabs Brenda’s arm and 
leads her away from Charlie.) 

CHARLIE: (talking to himself again) I just don’t get it. Why isn’t it working? There must 
be something wrong with this bottle of cologne. I’ll go back to Discount 
Drugstore and exchange this cologne for a new bottle.  

  (Dion and Cameron walk over to Charlie.) 

DION: So what happened? Did you get a date?  

CHARLIE: Ummm. Brenda said she’d think about it. I played it cool. I can’t come on 
too strong—my cologne is already overpowering enough.  

CAMERON: You can say that again.  

DION: We should get to class before the bell rings. 

  
(Dion, Cameron, and Charlie exit stage left. Several other students exit 
stage right.)  

2. How do Charlie's soliloquies contribute to the overall plot?  

 

A. They let the other characters know how Charlie feels. 

 

B. They add suspense by making the audience guess what Charlie will do next. 

 

C. They contrast Charlie with his friends Dion and Cameron. 

 

D. They show what Charlie is thinking and why he is acting the way he is. 

 
     The SS James B. Stephens was an American liberty ship in World War II. In 1943, 
the ship was traveling in Suez when it was torpedoed by the German submarine U-160 
about 150 miles northeast of Durban.  
     One torpedo struck, igniting the fuel oil in storage, and the ship began to sink by the 
front end. A second torpedo struck and broke the ship in two. Both sections remained 
afloat, but the ship was on fire. The crew began to abandon ship. The explosion of the 
second torpedo overturned the motor lifeboat. The other lifeboats were able to pick up 
all of the men in the water except for one man who was not wearing a life jacket and 
could not swim. He drowned before he could be rescued.  
     An Allied warship sank the back section of the James B. Stephens with gunfire. A 
British warship attempted to take the front section in tow to Durban, but it sank while 
under tow in heavy seas. Of a total crew of 63, 62 were rescued. A crewman, Edward F. 
Racine, was awarded the Distinguished Service Medal for righting the overturned motor 
lifeboat.  

3. Essays and news stories are often organized by cause and effect. According to this passage, 

what caused the crew to abandon the ship?  



 

A. gunfire 

 

B. weather 

 

C. sinking 

 

D. torpedoes 

 
     The Exxon Valdez oil spill is one of the worst oil spills to ever happen. On March 24, 
1989, an oil ship crashed in Prince William Sound, Alaska. It hit the Bligh Island Reef. 
More than 10.8 million gallons of oil poured into the ocean. This is about 250,000 
barrels. 
     Investigators found several causes for the accident. The ship’s equipment needed to 
be repaired. The monitor that could have warned the sailors they were about to crash 
into the reef was broken. In fact, it had been broken for over a year. In addition, the 
sailor who was driving the ship did not have enough rest. The Exxon oil company was 
blamed for not properly supervising or providing enough rest for the crew. 
     More than 1,300 miles of coastline were covered by oil from the spill. Even worse, 
11,000 square miles of ocean were also affected. Between 100,000 and 250,000 
seabirds, more than 2,800 sea otters, 247 bald eagles, and 22 orca whales died 
immediately. Billions of fish eggs were also destroyed. Some scientists say that 20 
years later, Prince William Sound is still feeling the effects of the oil spill.  

4. Essays and news stories are often organized by cause and effect. According to this passage, 

which of these contributed to the Exxon Valdez oil spill?  

 

A. pollution in the water 

 

B. destroyed fish eggs 

 

C. oil-covered coastlines 

 

D. a broken monitor 

 

5.      The storm came out of nowhere, it seemed. Sally rushed to find shelter off of the 
street. She found herself under the overhang of a convenience store. As she wiped the 
water out of her eyes, she noticed a nice-looking gentleman standing next to her. They 
began to talk about the storm, about New York, about fate. Soon, Sally had a date with 
the handsome man. Her new suede shoes were ruined, but it was worth it! What a 
fabulous storm! 
 

Which text structure did the writer mainly use to develop this passage?  

 

A. problem and solution 

 

B. cause and effect 

 

C. compare and contrast 

 

D. question and answer 



 
     Since the new boss took over, there have been many more changes to the way the 
company does business. For example, in the area of complaints, it used to be standard 
practice for a customer to have to wait two days before speaking with a supervisor. 
Now, with Monty Morgenson as the CEO, he cut the time down to two hours. If a 
supervisor doesn't immediately respond to a customer's complaint, the supervisor could 
find him or herself in deep trouble. In fact, one supervisor has already been terminated. 
Despite this, our customers have been pleased by the fact that they can communicate 
their issues to supervisors directly. 
     In addition, the employees of B-3 are all required to dress appropriately for work. 
Jeans and T-shirts are a thing of the past. Now, slacks, ties, and suits are the clothing of 
choice. Actually, it's not a choice. Before, it was not uncommon to see people come to 
the work place in flip-flops and sweats. Now, that look is highly discouraged. It hasn't 
been all that bad. The office looks much more professional, and our customers seem to 
really respect us. 
     One of the biggest changes to company policy is the vacation time. The new boss 
understands how hard people work. He also understands the importance of time. Upon 
taking his new position, Monty fought to get all employees an extra week's vacation. 
Now, instead of the stingy five-day vacation policy, the B-3 team has a ten-day vacation. 
This has greatly improved team morale, and now, everyone can't wait to come to work. 
     I should mention that even with Monty at the wheel, guiding the company, one thing 
will not change: our commitment to serving the community and providing the best 
service to our customers. We will continue to provide the best customer care of anyone 
in the electronics business.  

6. In what way has the B-3 company stayed the same?  

 

A. It will continue to have the same vacation policy. 

 

B. It will continue to have the same dress code. 

 

C. It will continue to employ the original CEO. 

 

D. It will continue to offer the best customer care. 

 

7. The section above uses its text structure  

 

A. to illustrate how the new boss will cause B-3 to lose a great deal of money in the future. 

 

B. 
to show how B-3 has changed and how it has stayed the same since the new boss took 

over. 

 

C. to show how the company has made a great deal of money since Morgenson became boss. 

 

D. to explain to employees the way that Morgenson came to be the CEO of the company. 

 
True Friends  



CHARACTERS: 
LISA, eleven-year-old girl 

KURT, twelve-year-old boy 

MRS. DELANO, Lisa's mother 

Scene 1 
Stage Set: Driveway of a one-story home with a "SOLD" sign in the small front yard. 

(Mrs. Delano hands Lisa a box from the very back of a moving van, wipes her hands on her 

jeans and hops down to meet Lisa on the driveway.) 

MRS. DELANO: Well, that's it! Once that box has been carried inside, our move is officially 

complete. Isn't this neighborhood wonderful? 

LISA: (quietly) It sure is, Mom. 

MRS. DELANO: (gently lifts the box out of Lisa's arms as the two begin to walk towards their 

new front door) Change is always a little scary, Lisa. But this move is the start of something 

terrific for you; I can feel it. 

LISA: Thanks, Mom, but, I'm not scared. I have all of my books and art supplies waiting to be 

unpacked inside. And I didn't exactly leave a lot of friends behind at my old school, so this isn't 

much of a change for me. 

MRS. DELANO: I love how much you love reading and art, Lisa, but try to keep an open mind 

about meeting new people here. Look, right across the street is another family that just moved in. 

When I picked up the keys last week, I saw a boy just about your age wheeling his bike into the 

garage. (excitedly) There he is now, coming out the front door with his mother! 

LISA: (mildly disgusted) He's wearing football pads and carrying a helmet. He must have joined 

the school team. I don't know anything about sports, Mom. And he probably doesn't have any 

interest in sketching nature scenes or reading science-fiction novels. I don't think we're meant to 

be friends. 

MRS. DELANO: You might be surprised, Lisa. Sometimes true friendships are formed when 

you meet someone who can teach you something new. 

Scene 2 
Stage Set: Three months later, in the busy hallway of a school 

(During a passing period, dozens of students talk and laugh loudly as they make their way 

through the crowd as lockers are heard slamming shut.) 

KURT: (Walking with a group of boys his age, joking and laughing, Kurt's smile widens when he 

spots Lisa in the crowd.) Lisa! Hey, Lisa! 

LISA: (Walking much slower than the rest of the students, Lisa is reading a book as she makes 

her way down the hall, seemingly unaware of the crowd.) Oh, hi, Kurt. What's up? 



KURT: Not much, I just wanted to make sure you are still free to come over after school today. I 

have hockey practice until 4, so maybe we can meet up at 4:30? I was hoping to borrow the next 

book in the Space Gadgets series; I read the last one in only three days! 

LISA: Sure, 4:30 works for me. The book is all yours, on one condition. Basketball try-outs are 

next week and I need some advice on my jump shot. This is my first try-out for an athletic team, 

so I want to make sure I'm ready. 

KURT: Of course, Lisa. That's what friends are for! See you at 4:30! (smiles, waves, and jogs a 

bit to catch up with the group he was walking with) 

LISA: (smiling and bringing her book back up to eye level as she continues down the hall) Yes, 

that's what friends are for. 

8. What is the purpose of Scene 1 of the play?  

 

A. to start the resolution of the play 

 

B. to develop the rising action of the play 

 

C. to introduce the falling action of the play 

 

D. to reach the climax of the play 

 
The New-Year Babe 

 

  TWO together, Babe and Year, 

  At the midnight chime, 

  Through the darkness drifted here 

  To the coast of Time. 

    

5 Two together, Babe and Year, 

  Over night and day, 

  Crossed the desert Winter drear
1
 

  To the land of May. 

    

  On together, Babe and Year 

10 Swift to Summer passed. 

  "Rest a moment, Brother dear," 

  Said the Babe at last. 

    

  "Nay, but onward," answered Year, 

  "We must farther go, 

15 Through the Vale
2
 of Autumn sere

3
 

  To the Mount of Snow." 

    



  Toiling upward, Babe and Year 

  Climbed the frozen height. 

  "We may rest together here, 

20 Brother Babe,—Good-night!" 

    

  Then together Babe and Year 

  Slept; but ere the dawn, 

  Vanishing, I know not where, 

  Brother Year was gone! 

1. gloomy 

2. a small valley 

3. withered 

9. How does Year's sudden disappearance add to the meaning of the poem?  

 

A. It shows that even the best of friends can grow apart during hard times. 

 

B. 
It explains why the setting constantly changes and becomes more difficult as the two 

characters travel together. 

 

C. It describes how the seasons progress as time slowly passes by. 

 

D. It highlights the theme that while times passes away, life will continue on through time. 

 

10.      In December of 2004, a 9.0 magnitude earthquake occurred off the northwest 
coast of the island of Sumatra. The earthquake triggered the deadliest tsunami in 
recorded history. The tsunami killed over a quarter of a million people and injured a half 
a million people. It left millions of people homeless. The tsunami was felt as far away as 
the Atlantic coast of the United States. 
 

How is the passage above organized?  

 

A. compare and contrast 

 

B. sequence 

 

C. problem and solution 

 

D. cause and effect 

 
The Bird with the Broken Wing 

 

CHARACTERS: 
LITTLE BIRD 

THE OAK  

THE MAPLE 

THE WILLOW 



THE SPRUCE 

THE PINE 

THE JUNIPER 

THE FOREST FAIRY 

JACK FROST 

SCENE I.- In the Woods 

 

 

THE OAK, THE MAPLE and THE WILLOW: See that flock of birds coming, the winter is near 

and they are flying south, we hope they will not rest on our branches, so many birds together will 

break our tender twigs, and we do not want them on our branches.  

  [The birds fly over the trees.] 

LITTLE 

BIRD:  

Oh, I can fly no farther! My wing is broken and I cannot hold it up. May I rest on 

your branches tonight, great Oak Tree?  

THE OAK:  
I am sorry, but my branches are all engaged by the squirrels, who are getting their 

acorns in for the winter. I have no room for strange birds.  

LITTLE 

BIRD:  

Oh! Surely the Maple Tree will take me in. Kind, Maple Tree, may I rest on your 

branches?  

THE 

MAPLE:  
My leaves tremble to think of taking in strange birds! Please go away!  

LITTLE 

BIRD:  

Oh, what shall I do? Surely some tree must be kind. Dear Willow, will you take 

me upon your branches just for tonight?  

THE 

WILLOW:  

Really, Mr. Bird with the broken wing, I think you should have gone on with the 

other birds. I cannot take you in.  

LITTLE 

BIRD:  
Where can I go? The Oak, the Maple, and the Willow have all turned me away.  

THE 

SPRUCE:  
Dear little bird, come to me! I'll try to keep you warm through the night.  

LITTLE 

BIRD:  
Dear Spruce tree, oh, you are so good, and I am so tired and cold.  

THE PINE:  
I will do my best to help you, I am not as strong as the Oak tree, little bird, but I 

will stand between you and the cold north wind.  

LITTLE 

BIRD:  
I thank you, tall Pine tree, for your kindness.  

THE 

JUNIPER:  

I cannot keep the strong north wind from you, but if you are hungry, you may eat 

of my berries.  

LITTLE 

BIRD:  
Thank you, dear Juniper tree. I'll go to sleep. Good night, dear trees!  

 

SCENE II.- Midnight in the Forest 

 

JACK 

FROST:  

How I dislike touching all these beautiful leaves; yet I must obey the orders of King 

Winter. Here comes the Forest Fairy. Do you know why I have come? 

FOREST Yes, Mr. Frost I know that you must touch all of the leaves, turning them into hues of 



FAIRY:  gold, but I dislike having them go. And yet, you and I must obey the commands of 

King Winter. A dear little bird came to the forest this evening with a broken wing. 

He asked for shelter from the Oak, the Maple, and the Willow, and all refused. I was 

so ashamed of my trees! 

JACK 

FROST:  
What! Why? 

FOREST 

FAIRY:  

And just when I decided to speak to the trees, I heard the Spruce, the Pine, and the 

Juniper agreeing to help him. 

JACK 

FROST:  

Such kindness as this should meet with some reward. The leaves of the Oak, the 

Maple, and the Willow shall fall to the ground in winter; but the Spruce, the Pine, 

and the Juniper shall keep their leaves through the year, and they shall be called the 

"evergreen trees."  

11. How does the Spruce, Pine, and Juniper trees' act of giving shelter to the little bird in scene 1 

add to the meaning of the play?  

 

A. 
It highlights the contrast between the Spruce, Pine, and Juniper trees and the Oak, Willow, 

and Maple trees. 

 

B. It describes why the Forest Fairy is furious with the Oak, Pine, and Maple trees. 

 

C. 
It develops the idea that kindness is always rewarded and forms the basis of the theme of 

the play. 

 

D. 
It illustrates why Jack Frost and the Forest Fairy have to listen to the orders of King 

Winter. 

 

 
 

     Most people have wondered about the differences between horses and zebras. To 
understand the difference, you must first understand exactly what a horse is. The horse 
is a hoofed, plant-eating mammal of the family Equidae. This family includes domestic 
horses, wild horses, and zebras. All are swift, plains-dwelling herd animals who eat 
coarse grass. 
     Horses, as we know them, evolved in North America and spread over the world. 
They were hunted by early humans and put to work by Asian nomads. Until the mid-
20th century, horses were widely used for warfare, agriculture, and transportation. 
Today, most horses are used for farming purposes. Few modern horses roam wild. 
     On the other hand, most zebras live in open plains or brush country. Mountain 
zebras like rocky hillsides. Zebra herds on the Serengeti of East Africa can be as large 



as 200,000 zebras. All travel in family groups led by a stallion. The plains zebras usually 
mix with other grazing animals, such as wildebeest and antelopes. 
     You would have to look at the DNA of horses and zebras to understand their 
physical differences. Zebras and horses have very similar bodies except for their skins!  

12. The section above uses its text structure  

 

A. to illustrate that zebras are wild animals and are foreign to North America. 

 

B. to show that horses are animals that are only unique to North America. 

 

C. to show that a horse is much weaker physically compared to a zebra. 

 

D. to explain the differences and similarities between a horse and a zebra. 

 
Too Much of a Good Thing?  

 

     Antibiotics are chemicals that are used to treat infections. These work by killing the 
bacteria that cause the infection. Recently, doctors are facing new problems because of 
antibiotics. It might be a problem they have helped create. Doctors have been 
prescribing antibiotics too often. People are also using them more than they should. 
More and more people use antibiotics for colds and common illnesses. Since people get 
these common illnesses often, they use antibiotics more than they should.  
     When people use antibiotics too often, they can develop new strains of bacteria. 
These bacteria can be tough to treat. This is because of bacterial resistance. The 
chemicals cannot react to the bacteria as they should. Such bacteria need higher and 
stronger doses of chemicals. At one point, the chemicals stop having any effect on the 
bacteria. 
     Today, doctors have found bacteria that are not affected by some of the most 
powerful antibiotics available. Having to use strong chemicals for common illnesses is 
also a tough situation. This may start as a small problem and become a bigger medical 
situation. Many diseases have already become more difficult to treat. Some examples of 
such diseases are infections of the ear, sinuses, or skin; Meningitis, pneumonia, and 
tuberculosis. Isn't it about time we start thinking about what we easily put into our 
bodies?  

13. Which text structure did the writer use to develop this passage?  

 

A. cause and effect 

 

B. compare and contrast 

 

C. problem and solution 

 

D. chronological order 

 
     Michael Jackson’s Thriller is the best-selling album of all time. It has sold 110 million 
albums around the world since its 1982 release. Almost 30 million of those were sold in 
the United States alone. There are a variety of reasons that could explain why Thriller 
was such a hugely successful record. 



     Some say that the music video for the album's title song brought so much attention 
to the album. During that time, most music videos were short visuals to go along with 
songs. The video for the song “Thriller” was a 14-minute-long movie. The costumes, 
make-up, and dancing it included forever changed music videos. After "Thriller," other 
artists began to try to tell stories with their music videos. 
     The other videos from the Thriller album for songs like “Billie Jean” and “Beat It” 
broke barriers of their own. Before these videos were played on MTV, the music 
channel didn’t really play videos by artists of color. Their rise in popularity opened the 
door for artists of all races to have their videos shown on MTV. 
     Others say the mixture of musical styles on Thriller accounts for its success. Jackson 
blended pop, rock, dance, and ballads for in making of this album. There was 
essentially something that would appeal to almost any music lover on Thriller.  

14. Which of the following most likely contributed to Thriller's historic success, according to the 

passage?  

 

A. a blend of musical styles 

 

B. international radio stations 

 

C. partnerships with artists 

 

D. Internet sites and Web blogs 

 
    Quick! Is a tomato a fruit or a vegetable? Most people would probably say that it is a 
vegetable. After all, we eat them in a salad, right? But scientifically, tomatoes are 
classified as fruit. In fact, there is probably a bunch of other fruits that you would call 
vegetables and vice versa. 
    In biology, the study of life, a true fruit is one that develops with seeds inside of it. 
Oranges, raspberries, and grapefruit are examples of true fruits. However, by this 
definition, bean pods, corn kernels, and wheat grains are also considered fruit. 
    Some common fruits, like apples and pears, are considered false or accessory fruits. 
This is because they grow around or near the actual fruit, or the part of the plant that 
contains the seeds. The core of the apple is actually the fruit because it contains the 
seeds. The part of the apple that we eat is considered an accessory to the fruit. 
    In addition to the tomato, the group of fruits that we cook and eat like vegetables 
includes eggplants, cucumbers, and pumpkins.  

15. Which sentence from the passage helps the reader determine what kind of organization is 

being used?  

 

A. 
However, by this definition, bean pods, corn kernels, and wheat grains are also considered 

fruit. 

 

B. 
In addition to the tomato, the group of fruits that we cook and eat like vegetables includes 

eggplants, cucumbers, and pumpkins. 

 

C. The core of the apple is actually the fruit because it contains the seeds. 

 

D. After all, we eat them in a salad, right? 



 

 
 

     Most people have wondered about the differences between horses and zebras. To 
understand the difference, you must first understand exactly what a horse is. The horse 
is a hoofed, plant-eating mammal of the family Equidae. This family includes domestic 
horses, wild horses, and zebras. All are swift, plains-dwelling herd animals who eat 
coarse grass. 
     Horses, as we know them, evolved in North America and spread over the world. 
They were hunted by early humans and put to work by Asian nomads. Until the mid-
20th century, horses were widely used for warfare, agriculture, and transportation. 
Today, most horses are used for farming purposes. Few modern horses roam wild. 
     On the other hand, most zebras live in open plains or brush country. Mountain 
zebras like rocky hillsides. Zebra herds on the Serengeti of East Africa can be as large 
as 200,000 zebras. All travel in family groups led by a stallion. The plains zebras usually 
mix with other grazing animals, such as wildebeest and antelopes. 
     You would have to look at the DNA of horses and zebras to understand their 
physical differences. Zebras and horses have very similar bodies except for their skins!  

16. How is the passage above organized?  

 

A. compare and contrast 

 

B. cause and effect 

 

C. sequence 

 

D. problem and solution 

 
Nasal Attraction 
by Tia Caribbean 

 

CHARACTERS: 
CHARLIE 
DION 
CAMERON 
DESIREE 
BRENDA 
SHAYNA 
EXTRAS 
 



SETTING: In a school hallway before the first class of the day. Dion and Cameron are 
standing by their lockers discussing football. 

DION: We are in great shape this season. I think we’ll go all the way to the state 
finals. 

CAMERON: Yeah, buddy. You are an awesome quarterback. Keep that arm healthy, 
and we’ll definitely make it to state! 

CHARLIE: (Wearing his leather jacket, he walks up to Dion and Cameron.) Hey guys! 
Check this out. (pulls out a bottle of Attract Cologne and sprays it on the 
inside of his jacket) The ladies are gonna go wild for me today! 

DION: Oh really. Let’s see if it works. Go over there and try it out on Desiree 
Finestein. (He nods his head toward a girl getting books out of her locker.) 

CHARLIE: Okay. No problem. She’s gonna melt. (He strides over to Desiree and puts 
his hand on the locker next to hers with his arm outstretched.) Hello, 
Desiree. How you doin'? 

DESIREE: (turns around to face Charlie) Fine. Now move so I can get to class. (She 
doesn’t give Charlie time to say anything else. She ducks under his arm 
and quickly walks away.) 

CHARLIE: (talking to himself) That’s odd. This cologne says it attracts women—not 
subtracts them. I must not be wearing enough. I bet Desiree couldn’t smell 
it. A few more squirts and I’ll be attracting the ladies like mud attracts pigs. 
(He pulls the cologne out of his jacket pocket and sprays it all over his 
clothes, neck, and wrists. He uses about half of the bottle.) 

DION: It looks as if Charlie didn’t do so well with Desiree. 

CAMERON: She took off like lightning. Oh look, he’s trying it again with Brenda 
Heartsmith. This will be classic. 

CHARLIE: (walks over to Brenda and her friend Shayna) Hello, ladies. How are you 
two fine young women doing today? (He puts his hands in his front 
pockets, fans open his jacket with his arms, and twists from side to side to 
spread his scent.) If you’re not doing anything exciting after school, you 
should come over to my place. 

BRENDA: Ewww! What’s that smell?  

SHAYNA: It smells like a dead skunk!  

CHARLIE: I think you ladies need to get a little closer to me so you can get a good 
whiff of my cologne. It will make you forget about dead skunks. (He moves 
toward Brenda and Shayna.)  

BRENDA: Oh gross! Charlie, that smell is coming from YOU! 

SHAYNA: Come on, Brenda! Let’s get out of here! (Shayna grabs Brenda’s arm and 
leads her away from Charlie.) 

CHARLIE: (talking to himself again) I just don’t get it. Why isn’t it working? There must 
be something wrong with this bottle of cologne. I’ll go back to Discount 



Drugstore and exchange this cologne for a new bottle.  

  (Dion and Cameron walk over to Charlie.) 

DION: So what happened? Did you get a date?  

CHARLIE: Ummm. Brenda said she’d think about it. I played it cool. I can’t come on 
too strong—my cologne is already overpowering enough.  

CAMERON: You can say that again.  

DION: We should get to class before the bell rings. 

  
(Dion, Cameron, and Charlie exit stage left. Several other students exit 
stage right.)  

17. Which of the following best describes the structure of the drama?  

 

A. sequence 

 

B. cause and effect 

 

C. descriptive 

 

D. compare and contrast 

 
      Beginning in 1921, the U.S. economy entered a period of strong growth. Seeing this, 
President Warren G. Harding cut both taxes and government spending. He then left the 
economy alone. The economy continued growing as Calvin Coolidge took office. Like 
Harding, Coolidge was not interested in guiding the economy or business. He felt that 
such activities were the jobs of individual states.  
     Economic growth began to slow in 1924. This led the Federal Reserve to create 
$500 million in new money that banks could lend to struggling businesses and families. 
Instead of getting out of debt, businesses and people sunk deeper into the debts that 
they could not pay.  
     Many businesses and people cut their spending in order to pay their debts. This led 
to less of a demand for new products. The lower demand for new products led to fewer 
new jobs. As the unemployment rate grew to 25%, incomes fell by 20-50%. This led to 
the cycle of debt, bank failures, and inflation that pushed the United States into The 
Great Depression.  

18. This piece outlines some of the causes of the Great Depression of the 1930s. What is one 

effect the author mentions?  

 

A. a high unemployment rate 

 

B. less government spending 

 

C. a decrease in bank failures 

 

D. strong economic growth 

 



Fire 
by C. Vesely 

 

I watch my heart engulfed in burning flame 
The colors of my childhood turn to black 
I search throughout but find no one to blame 
So much of my life I will not get back 
 
The fire moves fast and consumes it all 
Table, seats, photo albums, Christmas tree 
I sorrow that this misfortune did fall 
But it cannot destroy my memory 
 
With everything ash, I have what I need 
Your arms around me, the hope in my heart 
All my possessions had filled me with greed 
I now look forward to another start 
 
Come with me love on a lovely journey 
Vagabonds we both shall be—lost and free.  

19. How does the structure of the sonnet contribute to the poem's meaning?  

 

A. 
The first two quatrains show the narrator's evil nature, and the third quatrain shows the 

narrator's honorable side. 

 

B. Each stanza presents a different side of the argument about the effects of fire. 

 

C. 
Each quatrain describes a new part of the fire metaphor, and the ending couplet creates the 

new idea of a journey. 

 

D. The rhyme scheme compares and contrasts the fire with the narrator's life. 

 
True Friends  

CHARACTERS: 
LISA, eleven-year-old girl 

KURT, twelve-year-old boy 

MRS. DELANO, Lisa's mother 

Scene 1 
Stage Set: Driveway of a one-story home with a "SOLD" sign in the small front yard. 

(Mrs. Delano hands Lisa a box from the very back of a moving van, wipes her hands on her 

jeans and hops down to meet Lisa on the driveway.) 

MRS. DELANO: Well, that's it! Once that box has been carried inside, our move is officially 

complete. Isn't this neighborhood wonderful? 



LISA: (quietly) It sure is, Mom. 

MRS. DELANO: (gently lifts the box out of Lisa's arms as the two begin to walk towards their 

new front door) Change is always a little scary, Lisa. But this move is the start of something 

terrific for you; I can feel it. 

LISA: Thanks, Mom, but, I'm not scared. I have all of my books and art supplies waiting to be 

unpacked inside. And I didn't exactly leave a lot of friends behind at my old school, so this isn't 

much of a change for me. 

MRS. DELANO: I love how much you love reading and art, Lisa, but try to keep an open mind 

about meeting new people here. Look, right across the street is another family that just moved in. 

When I picked up the keys last week, I saw a boy just about your age wheeling his bike into the 

garage. (excitedly) There he is now, coming out the front door with his mother! 

LISA: (mildly disgusted) He's wearing football pads and carrying a helmet. He must have joined 

the school team. I don't know anything about sports, Mom. And he probably doesn't have any 

interest in sketching nature scenes or reading science-fiction novels. I don't think we're meant to 

be friends. 

MRS. DELANO: You might be surprised, Lisa. Sometimes true friendships are formed when 

you meet someone who can teach you something new. 

Scene 2 
Stage Set: Three months later, in the busy hallway of a school 

(During a passing period, dozens of students talk and laugh loudly as they make their way 

through the crowd as lockers are heard slamming shut.) 

KURT: (Walking with a group of boys his age, joking and laughing, Kurt's smile widens when he 

spots Lisa in the crowd.) Lisa! Hey, Lisa! 

LISA: (Walking much slower than the rest of the students, Lisa is reading a book as she makes 

her way down the hall, seemingly unaware of the crowd.) Oh, hi, Kurt. What's up? 

KURT: Not much, I just wanted to make sure you are still free to come over after school today. I 

have hockey practice until 4, so maybe we can meet up at 4:30? I was hoping to borrow the next 

book in the Space Gadgets series; I read the last one in only three days! 

LISA: Sure, 4:30 works for me. The book is all yours, on one condition. Basketball try-outs are 

next week and I need some advice on my jump shot. This is my first try-out for an athletic team, 

so I want to make sure I'm ready. 

KURT: Of course, Lisa. That's what friends are for! See you at 4:30! (smiles, waves, and jogs a 

bit to catch up with the group he was walking with) 



LISA: (smiling and bringing her book back up to eye level as she continues down the hall) Yes, 

that's what friends are for. 

20. What effect does the repetition of the phrase "that’s what friends are for" by both main 

characters at the end of Scene 2 have on the play?  

 

A. 
The repetition of the phrase proves that friendships are only valuable if two people have 

opposite interests. 

 

B. 
The repetition of the phrase illustrates that Lisa and Kurt are both willing to participate in 

activities they don’t enjoy in order to spend time with a good friend. 

 

C. 
The repetition of the phrase shows that both Lisa and Kurt are happy to have met a person 

that introduced them to new activities. 

 

D. 
The repetition of the phrase explains why Lisa and Kurt spend time with different people 

while at school. 

 


